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By Elaine Douglass
Persons at MIT might be
rccruiting foreign students as
spies for the Central Inteiligence
Agency (CIA), Kcnneth Hoff-
man, chairman of the Institute Ad
tHoc Committee on MIT and the
[ntelliigence Agencies, told a
faculty meeting "April 18.
mathematics department, said
covert recruiting of foreign stu-" -
dents is the most “‘delicate” of the
many delicate matters covered in
the ad hoc committee’s interim-
report published April Il in Tech
Talk, Faculty members at the
meeting spent some 60 minutes
discussing the report. A
*Clandestine recruitment of
foreign individuals by US intel-
ligence agencies is- carried out.
Probably such. recruntment goes
on at this institution,” Hoffman
said. “We don’t know the extent.
1t involves gathering persona! in-
formation on the persons being
recruited. If it goes on to any ap-
preciable extent, where does the
information come from? This
leads you lo something you don’t -
like to think about,” he said.
Various persons responded. to
matters raised by the Ad Hoc
Committee report, although not
to the issue¢ of covert recruiting.
Jonathan Hakala 81, Under-
graduate Association:- President,.
called on the faculty and ad-
- ministration to allow student par-
ticipation in deliberadeliberations-
on MIT uand the intelligence agen-?,
‘cies and he urged that any codes™
of conduct, or guidelines, which.-3

may be udopted “should take stu~:

dent interests®into account and-
should be binding upon
students.”
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Luria said that the problem with
academics relating to the ClA was
“not secrecy,” but that the CIA
“has put itsell outside the law.”

The Ad Hoc Committee report
stressed the contrast between the
secrecy inherent in inteiligence
operations, and the “atmosphere

“of free and open exchange of .
ideas” in which “university learn-

ing ‘and research thrives best. As
members of a university. .. we

have a responsibility to help

maintain openness,” the report
said, and warned that "deteriora-
tions may go unnoticed.”

The report cautioned that
if members of the academic com-
munity who travel abroad
cooperate with intelligence agen-

- cies, this could *“result in damage

to the credibility of all academics
doing research abroad.” At ‘the
meeting, Presidents Jerome
Weisner agreed, stressing that, for
example, a faculty member who
takes a yeur off to do intelligence
work may discredit not only him-
self, but his profession.

Jule Churney, Professor of
Meteorology, called for an end to
all clussified research at MIT. The

“Ad Hoe Committee report discus-

ses proprietary research, where
limited ‘amounts of information
may be withheld from publica-

tion, and classified research which:
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~wondered 1o what extent cither .

- think any such research should be

is entirely withheld, and |
should be permitted on the Ml'l: '
campus.

Charney argued thaktﬁe dis-
tinction between classified and
proprietary research is not useful.
“Why don’t you just cut the Gor-
diun Knot,"he said. “l don’t

permitted.”

Provost Walter Rosenblith
volunteered the information that
at present, no classified research
is being conducted at MIT except
at Lincoln Labs,

Hoffman said that “the con-
sensus of the ad hoc committee is
that classified research is inconsis-
tent with .an open free at-
mosphere.” However, “it does
not follow that no classified
research can be permilted at
MIT,” he said.

In response Lo Hdkdld Hof-
fman said he is “looking for ways
to engage students in significant
discussions™ on MIT policy
toward the intelligence agencies,
and he-said the Ad Hoc Commit-
1ee wants 1o hold public meetings
with students.

He encouraged all members of
the MI™ community to obtain a
copy of the report from the MIT
News Office (5-109), and to con-
tact him at his office (x3-4389).
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